
 The French Honors Program is a comprehensive linguistic and cultural immersion program designed for 
French majors, minors or other students with demonstrated advanced level French. Students enrolled in 
the French Honors Program must have a minimum of four semesters of college-level French or the 
equivalent and must be recommended by their home institution. Upon successful completion, French 
Honors students are awarded a Certificate in French Honors Abroad.
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highlights

• French homestays where only French is spoken
• Default language of IAU faculty and staff is French
• Enroll in all courses taught in French (with one exception if students need another course for

major/minor credit)
• Option to enroll in one course at the University of Provence, Aix-Marseille, with French classmates

(during spring semester only)
• Special receptions, cultural activities, and excursions in French
• Lecture series in French by local experts in politics, journalism, and cultural history of the region
• Option to participate in French Language Partner Program with French students from local universities
• Option to be placed into a for-credit “stage” (internship) based on student academic background and

career aspirations

coursework
All French Honors students enroll in the 4-credit seminar FRE/LIT/ART 411: Crossing Spaces in the
Intercultural Context. This course proposes an exploration of literary and artistic themes related to the
notion of space, both personal and geographic, and specifically the tensions created by the crossing
(“Traversée”) between one space and another. In this course, the goal is to widen the students’ horizons, 
to enrich their perspectives about the world, to leave behind their comfort zone, and learn to borrow from
others for their personal construction.

In the remaining 12 credits, students enroll in courses taught in French in the following disciplines:
Literature, History, Film Studies, Theatre, Business, Linguistics, Education, and more.  French Honors
students are encouraged to participate in a credit-bearing internship during the semester as well. More 
comprehensive information on IAU internships can be found on the reverse side.
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 IAU facilitates access to semester-long, unpaid, for-credit internships available at local enterprises for fall, spring and 
academic year students. Interested students must have a minimum of four semesters of college-level French. Students 
provide their resume and a letter of motivation prior to the start of the semester.

  FRE/BUS 341: Internship- Students work with the IAU Internship Coordinator, Professor Pascale Schaaf, to compose a 
French CV, to practice interviewing standards and techniques, and to prepare for placement in a French enterprise. 
Pre-Interviews for internship placements are conducted within the first week of the semester.

  The internships listed below are examples of available positions and is not an exhaustive list as IAU is constantly working
  with new partners in and around Aix-en-Provence in order to provide new opportunities for students. Oftentimes,
  diverse student interests and academic backgrounds will prompt the addition of new internships. In other cases, local
  businesses and organizations will approach IAU with opportunities.

 Contracts with company clients, test and assess new participants and place 
them in appropriate courses, reception, teaching a language course.

 Photography gallery, an acting company, 
theatrical and musical programming and 
events (expos, shows, parties).

Company Name Company Description Internship Responsibilities 

Ainsi de Suite 

Theatre troupe organizing and engaged in 
numerous international tours (Ethiopia, U.S., 
Cyprus, Israel)

. Enhancing image of the theatre and its website, help setting up 
performances, attend theatre classes as well as play rehearsals. 

Aix City Local 
News 

A weekly newspaper covering national issues 
with a focus on Aix and the surrounding 
region. 

Learn about the editorial process, attend editorial meetings, write short 
articles in French and in English for online. 

Atelier Cézanne 
Cézanne's home transformed into a memorial 
and museum as well as a cultural space. 

Participate in the workshop's activities, visitor reception, train as a guide for 
visitors. 

Boulangerie des 
Platanes 

French bakery selling various types of breads, 
pastries and products for French style fast-
food service. 

Sale of products in the shop, learn the management of a typical French 
bakery, interact with clientele. 

British American 
Institute 

Private language school for adults, children 
and professionals. 

Check and verify organization of courses (numerous tasks), reception, 
teaching conversation courses. 

France Advisory 
Properties 

A start-up broker in prestige and investment 
real estate. 

Aid with marketing materials, develop and implement sales marketing 
strategy in prestige and investment real estate, correspond directly with 
clients (sale relations, phoning, site visits, participation in negotiations). 

Inlingua 
Private language school, member of a global 
organization of 350 schools worldwide. 

Initiation to sales and marketing, accompany marketing director in creating 
contracts with company clients, test and assess new participants and place 
them in appropriate courses, reception, teaching a language course. 

Librairie le 
Blason 

Bookstore specializing in Provençal culture. 
Regularly hosts expositions, book signings 
and lectures. 

Helping in the store, website maintenance, preparation for events, 
expositions, book signings. 

So Art 
Events communications agency. Company 
helps clients with conception, production and 
promotion of its events. 

Researching partners and artists, contacting potential clients, logistical 
support for events, client feedback. 

Théâtre du 
Ruban Vert 

A multicultural space composed of a theatre-
workshop with theatre classes, an art and 
photography gallery, an acting company, 
theatrical and musical programming and 
events (expos, shows, parties). 

Initiation of sales and marketing, accompany marketing director in creating 
contracts with company clients, test and assess new participants and place 
them in appropriate courses, reception, teaching a language course. 
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